Melanoma lymphoscintigraphy and lymphatic mapping.
Lymphoscintigraphy in melanoma has proven to be a reliable method to identify regional lymph nodes at risk for metastases. The first lymph node to drain a cutaneous lesion, the sentinel lymph node (SLN), is predictive of the metastatic status of the regional lymph node group. Lymphatic mapping allows for the identification of the SLN and for selective lymph node sampling. Selective lymph node sampling is less invasive and because only a small quantity of high-risk tissue is submitted for pathological examination, it allows for a more complete and comprehensive pathological examination, which identifies melanoma with up to 100 times the sensitivity of conventional examinations.